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NEWS FROM THE ADOPTION FRONT

The Lucky Ones

Jasmine and her kittens probably had a somewhat difficult life to
begin with. Their owner, an elderly widower, had been letting his cats
breed indiscriminately. Neighbors didn’'t want to guess how many cats
had been born on that property or what had happened to them all.
Some thought that Animal Control had been called periodically and had
taken untold numbers of cats away.

When the widower passed away, his numerous cats were left with
no caretaker. Frightened and starving, many had begun to stray away
from the house. Several had been hit and killed by cars.

At this point a concerned neighbor, who had seen arelative of the
deceased man trying to chase the remaining animals off the property,
called ARPO for help.

When we got to the scene, we
learned several more cats had
died mysterioudly. It became
apparent that these had been
poisoned. A pair of newly arrived
relations, horrified at the
circumstance of these
beleaguered animal's, advised usthat thefirst relative claimed to have
taken “abunch of” the cats to the municipal pound, but that they were
skeptical. Perhaps “the pound” was this man’s euphemism for kitty
heaven, because some retired neighbors next door had been watching
and they knew what we suspected - that he was lying.

We quickly realized that this reconnaissance mission was going to
have to turn tactical if we were going to save these cats.

ARPO is not set up for emergency situations, so we called our
friends from Indy Feral. Alex Reynolds, Indy Feral’s cat-catching
answer to the Crocodile Hunter, was at the sight almost immediately.
In all, we rescued five terrified felines — atom, a mama cat, and three
of her kittens. Sadly, the fourth kitten we caught didn’t makeit.

The emergency vet confirmed our fears that she was just too far
gone and we knew that the only humane thing to do was to put an end
to her suffering. It was clearly the right decision, but it was atruly
wretched moment nonetheless.

After she died, we named her Kaiya - a Japanese word that means
“forgiveness.” Aswe returned to the scene, we surmised that the little
population that we had saved was only afragment of the original
colony. How many had been lost in the road, or gone to the so-called
“pound” through one uncaring man’s cruel designs, we could only

Indy Feral
www.indyferal.org

guess. We heard reports of others, and are still
trying to round them up as | write, but we think
they got wise and scattered. As such, we are
faced with the mortality of these anonymous cats,
the few that we found and buried and the many
whose fate is unknown.

Asfor the lucky ones, the tom, avery friendly
but malnourished orange tabby, is recuperating at
Alex’s house and will be ready for adoption
through ARPO very soon; Jasmine, the mama cat
and her three kittens, Lucy, Ming and Mia, arein
loving foster care recovering from their ordeal.

Check out our adoptables page where you can
read more about these gorgeous girls and find out
how Ming got her name.

Ultimately, it will be the happy endingsto these
sad storiesthat will makeit worth living through
the ugliness of these events. Meanwhile, we can
celebrate the little victories won by rescue groups
working together.

Thanks again to Alex and Linda at Indy Feral for
their aid and support!

Check out www.indyferal.org to learn more
about what they do.

Wish List

[] Office space

[] Foster homes

[] Volunteersfor the Fundraising Committee

[J Cleaning supplies, (antibacterial multi-purpose
cleaner, paper towels)

[J Premium puppy, dog, kitten and cat food

1 Copy paper

[] Stamps

[] Dog and cat carriers and crates

Items may be dropped off at Castleton Petsmart on
Saturdays from 12-4 p.m., or contact usto arrange a
drop-off time.

ALLIANCE FOR RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP, INC. is a Not-For-Profit Indiana Corporation founded in 1998.
Post Office Box 6385 Fishers, Indiana 46038 (Tel.) 317-774-8292. www.adoptarpo.org, adoptarpo@hotmail.com




Upcoming Events

An Evening of Giving: A specia evening of private
shopping at Keystone at the Crossing. Every storeand
restaurant will be open and many will feature specia sales
and activities. Therewill beentertainment aswell as
dozensof door prizes. Ticketsfor 1 admission are $8. Of
theticketsthat wesall, $6 will goto ARPO and $2 will go
to the Simon Youth Foundation. Pleasecall or e-mail usif
you areinterested in purchasing tickets.

Homefor theHolidays. Pleasejoin usin participating
inthiscity-wide adoption drivestarting a Thanksgiving
and lasting through New Year’'sDay. Traditionaly shelters
and rescue groups have discouraged adoptionsaround the
holidayseventhough many familiesarelooking for anew
pet at thistime of theyear. If they cannot adopt from us
thenthey’ Il turntothe pet storesand breederstofind their
companions. Help usto placemore of our petsinloving
homesfor the holidays. Volunteer and spread theword!

Picture Your Pet with Santa Claws: Please join us at
Petsmart to get your pet’s picturetaken with Santa Claws!
For just $9.95 you will get 2 polaroid photos, an exclusive
holiday ornament and aholiday framefor your pictures.
Wewill beat the College Park Petsmart on December
14th from 11-5 and the Castleton Petsmart on December
15th, 21st and 22nd from11-5.

Pet Food Pantry

Asyou may know, during the school year ARPO
supportsaPet Food Pantry at an | PS school. Donated
food goeshomewith thekidsonthebusfor their own
pets. If youwould liketo donate food to the pantry please
put any dry food in ziplock bags. Canned food, treatsand
toysarea so very welcome and much appreciated by the
under privileged petsand their families. Itemsmay be
dropped off at Castleton Petsmart on Saturdaysfrom 12-
4 p.m., or contact usto arrange adrop-off time.

Letter To the Editor

From Jim Atter holt, State Representative, House
Didtrict

| would liketo prai sethe members of theAlliancefor
Responsible Pet Ownershipfor promoting civic
involvementinyour last newdetter. Asadtate
representative, | hear from hundreds, maybethousands,
of citizenseach year, whether by mail, phonecallsor e-
mails. Some of thiscorrespondence deal swith problems
involving state agenciesor other branches of
government, but often citizens contact meto sharean
opinion about aparticular issue. For example, inthis
year'slegidativesession, | worked to pass Spirit’sBill
into law. Thislaw, named for alocal dog who survived
after being horrifically burned with afirecracker, makes
extreme cruelty to ananimal aClassD felony instead of
aClassA misdemeanor. Without the outpouring of
support from citi zens, thishill might have never madeit
to both the House and Senatefor avote.

Receiving correspondencefrom citizensisextremely
important for the success of anissue. Personal,
handwritten or typed | ettersarethe most effectiveform
of communication, andif an elected officia recelvesfive
or morelettersfromindividua son the same subject
matter, that issuewill most likely becomeahigher
priority. However, mass-reproduced, photocopied,
genericlettersare not aseffective as putting your
thoughtsin your ownwords. Anissuewe must now
beginworking onisencouraging our loca city and
county officialstoimplement low-cost spay and neuter
programs. | sharethe concernsof thefolksinthe
animd-rightscommunity who believethat morecitizens
would havetheir pets spayed or neutered if it wereless
codly.

Get to know your local officials, and let them know
that humanely controlling theanima populationis
important to you. Thanksto all who have contacted me
about Spirit’sBill and other issuesimportant to our
community.
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A Very Lucky Hank!

Hank wasin alitter of three puppiesthat camefrom
Fortville. Hewasadopted in May 2001 and cel ebrated
hisfirst birthday in stylethanksto hisfamily Matt, Ann
and Carter Sifferlen!

Personal Ad

Meet Fuzzy, he' sasingle, neutered, heinz 57 mix puppy
that’slooking for just theright family. He s9 monthsold
and cratetrained. He enjoys playing with other dogsand
taking napsin thesun. Heisthe comedian of hislitter and
loveschildren. Call Fuzzy for agood time 774-8292!
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Special Thanks

We dliketo thank thefollowing peopleand business
for al of their support and generosity sofar thisyear:

To Mr. and Mrs. Steve Rihawho rescued Brownie after
hewandered away from hisfoster home. Hehassince
been adopted to aloving permanent home!

To everyonewho helped out and donated itemsfor the
August Garage Sale. You madeit arecord breaking sale
for us! Werai sed awhopping $1663.42 for theanimals.

To JoyceYake and the Earl’swho donated paper for the
newdetter.

To SuzanneLincoln, graphicartist, for designingthe
Trunk Show postcard invitationsthat wereabig hit.

TotheNorthsde Animal Hospital, Fort Harrison Veteri-
narians AllisonvilleAnima Hospita, ParksdeAnimal
Hospital, Best Friends Pet Resort and Salonin Casteton,
and Dapper Dog Grooming.

ToAndrew Duncan for organizing and putting together
theARPO Newsdletter.

And last but not least, everyone who bought and sold
Yankee Candles. Another great fundrai ser thanksto you!
Weraised $ 1807.70.

Welcome New

Board Members

Congratul ations and Welcometo the Board of Directors
for 2002-2003:

Presdent: TrishMain

VicePresdent: Stephanie Clancy

Secretary: Shannon Bahler

Treasurer: LindaCoyne

Web site Coordinator: Debbie Haynes

Volunteer Coordinator: Shirley Thompson

Foster Coordinator: Kelley Hinkle

Fundraising Co-chairs: LauraGonzo andAliciaFreed

Memorials

Thank youto Mary Kroll for donationsin memory of
Joshfor their good friends Jerry and Feather Le Seureand
asoinmemory of Oreofor the Cookefamily in
Carpentersville.




“Thereislittle that separates
humans from other sentient
beings—we all feel pain, we all
feel joy, we all deeply craveto
be alive and live freely, we all
share this planet together.”

MahatmaGandhi

“Not to hurt our brethren is our
first duty to them, but to stop
thereis not enough. e have a
higher mission.. .to be of
service to them, where ever
they requireit.”

<. Francisof Asss

Animal Rescue - People Rescue
Who is Rescuing Who?

by Warren G. Patitz

DaveWintz of Animal Careand Control put thelittle Shih Tsuintomy
wife' scarefor bathing and grooming to become moreattractivefor
adoption. Thislittleguy smelled so bad that you needed ahandkerchief
over your nose on thedrive homewith thewindows down, otherwiseyour
nausea center would betriggered. Hishair waslong, matted and dirty. You
couldn’t seehisface. When | first saw him and experienced thearomal
cdledhim*“Stinky”. Still, hewagged histail.

He had every right to not be the excitable puppy you would expect for his
approximateage. During careful bathing and grooming, Karen discovered
that he had aninjured eyeand theeyelid, injured aswell, had grownto
what was|eft of the bad eye. When he blinked, thewhole eyeball would
movewiththelid. (Remember, thisguy wagshistail. Canyouimagine
that?) “ Stinky” became“Winky.” Hemelted right into our heart and there
was no way hewas going anywhere but here.

One-eyed, stinky dogs don't make it very far on the road of lifein
thisworld. Frankly, over 12 million medically healthy dogs/year don’t
make it very far down the road of lifein our culture.

We adopted “Mr. Winkster” (I liketo call him that sometimes) and took
himto veterinarians Drs. Shari and Rick Lyonsat Zionsville Country
Veterinary Clinic. For thegreat carethey gave” Mr. Winkster” (and all of
our animalsfor that matter) wearemost grateful. Their skillsand kindness
areblessings. They worked intandem and removed theinjured eye,
cleaned out theinfection, removed three sebaceous cystsand madehis
testiclesdisappear. “Voilal” Hewasput on antibioticsandin 48 hourswas
anew guy, inneed of nutrition, but “goodto go,” further down theroad into
our life.

Thereisapoem that, for thelifeof mel thought | had saved somewhere
inafile, but of coursel can'tfindit now. It must bewith oneof my socks.
Itisentitled, “ TheManintheLooking Glass’. Itisabout afellow looking
at hisreflectioninamirror and what and how he seesand thinks of himsalf,
...about how everyonethinkshe'sagreat guy. The“gist” of thepoemis
that what really mattersiswhat thefellow staring back at himreally sees.

We haveall noticed what happenswhen we shift our focuswhen looking
into areflecting surfacelikeapane of glassor the eyes(or eyeasthe case
may be) of another living creature. We seeeither beyond the surfaceto the
other sdeand/or we see our ownreflection. A somewhat tangible analogy
isthat authoritiesin animal behavior tell usthat much of our companion
animds’ behavior isareflection, or compliment, of our owninadvertent and
unconsciousreinforcement.

Why peopleacquire animalsisopen to discussion, but | suspect areason
isthat we want to reconnect with aplaceinsideourselvesthatisprimal, a
place closeto the sourceof our being. Animalslivein®themoment” and
themagic of that placeisthe magnet that attractsus. Our perception of the
creaturesthat sharethe earth with usdetermineshow wetreat them. The
trandation of how wetreat them reflectswherewearein ourselvesand
wherewe seeoursalvesintheuniverse,

| have a certain fascination for the backward spelling of d-o-g.



Why peopleget into animal welfareisopen to discussion, also. |
suspect that we don’t have achoice becauseit ispart of thejourney of
discovering ourselves. | have observed that some people usetheanimal
welfarearenaasatheatrefor satisfying aneed for “ power” and “ control”
by making lifeand death decisionsbased onanarrow criterion withllittle,
if any, affectionfor themission. Othersareinvolved becausewe perhaps
seetheanimd’splight asareflection of failed accountability dueto
humaneignorance. By extending thesafety net of “rescuing” theanimal
to avoid homelessness or death we perhapsaso relievethe collective
culturd guilt that we might haveregarding thethrowaway mentality
rehearsed with God'screatures. In summary, it boilsdown to genuine
caing.

TheNational Council On Pet Population and Sudy reportsthat
40% of dogswill berehomed or surrendered within 6 months, 60%
within oneyear, and 66% by the second year. 94% of dogsand 81% of
catssurrendered to sheltersare morethan 4 monthsof age. The
problem of unwanted companion animasisnolonger just anissue of pet
overpopulation; itisalso anissueof afailed relationship or “broken
bond” between ahuman and their companion animal. Animalsinhomes
for 4-6 months have already had some degree of bonding. Successful
relationships, whether with another person or another animal, are based
onmutual respect and trust and these are cultivated in the context of
eachindividud’sspiritud growth and devel opment.

Reslizing our effortsto improvethejourney for companionanimason
theroad of lifeisrelativeto the character of thereflection that looks back
at usbecausethisisamutual journey. Inamore generaized context the
successof an animal welfare organization or rescuegroup isrelativeto
the character of theindividua swho represent that organi zation. Careless
decisonsregarding lifeand death and withholding s mplemedica
treatment embarrassesthe spirit inthejourney and threatensthefabric of
opportunity at the expense of theanimalswhichitissupposeto serve.
Listening, wehear theanimas' voicewithintheoneheart that wedll
share. When afagade of sincerity exists, itisasobviousasaperson
changing clothesinaglasshouse. Thecommunity witnessisonaert and
themission of theagency iscompromised. Only agenuineleader with
clear visonwill recognize and correct such atravesty by breathing
integrity intothesails. A definition of integrity that | embraceis. “ Doing
what isright when no oneislooking.”

Whenever Winky has his blind side to me, | am reminded that what
he seesisnot limited to his one eye and | do not escape hisinner
vision.

[ aminfinitely grateful for theprivilegetheanimalsoffer ustovistthe
moment intimewherethey liveand may webethoughtful to
acknowledgethereflectionlooking back at usto acknowledge, “whois
rescuingwho?’

PS: Winky and | havealittleroutinewherel tell him, “Hey! Youlook
suspicious. | needto ‘searchyou.” Put your pawsonthewall.” Heputs
hispawsonthewall, (and getsalittletreat) and | proceed to gently * pat
down’ histiny body. | then say, “OK, you'reclean” and he getsdown,
looking at mewith hisoneeye, waiting to beheld ‘ under suspicion’

agan.

Biography

Warren G Patitz wasintroduced to
“dogtraining” in 1980 and hasbeen
offeringtrainingingructioninthe
Indianapolisareafor over 20 years.
Hegrew toredizethat training occurs
between our ears, listening with an open
heart, being humbleand that much of the
dog’'sbehavior isareflection of our own
doing.

Warren'sinterest isto help peopleand
dogsenjoy arelationship of mutual trust
and respect and to reduce the number of
abandoned and relinquished animals.
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BECOME A MEMBER

The Alliance for Responsible Pet Ownership (ARPO) invites you to join us in our fight
against animal neglect, abandonment, and unwanted companion animals by becommg an
ARPO member today. Dues are tax deductible (consult your {ax advisor).

Thank you for your support!

Promoting Lifetime Animal Companionship

(317) 774-8292
www.adoptarpo.org
adoptarpo@hotmail.com

Annual Membership (check one)

X Individual: $35.00
Family: $65.00
) Corporate: $100.00
Donation: $ —
\ S,«/ )37 I have enclosed a check

Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Z1pP:
E-Mail:

Please mail to: Alliance for Responsible Pet Ownership, PO. Box 6385, Fishers, IN 46038
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